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'Rave:; II. 46. i 7 
Bs THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, AND I 
WILL GIVE THEE A CROWN OF ,LIFE, 


HESE are the words, my Brethren, the 
gracious, the all animating words of our 
divine Maſter. Of him who is the firſt and the 
laſt, who was dead and is alive. Unto the An- 


gel of the Church in Smyrna write, ſee ver. 8, 


Theſe things ſaith the firſt and the laſt which 
was dead and is alive. 

The firſt and the laſt 1 What a majeſtic del. 
cription ! To whom can it be applicable, but i to 
him in whom all the fulneſs'of the Godhead | 
dvelt bodily ? The firſt and the laſt. | Gy 
And vie wing, as we how do, the breathleſs 
corple | of our dear brother, and realizing as we 


cannot fail upon ſuch a an occaſion,' out "owt 
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122 | 
tality, how ſoothing, how reviving to my it 1. 
ded, Which was dead and iv alive! | 

Yes, He whom all the Angels of God are 
commanded to worſhip, died. Foraſmuch as 
the children that were given him to be redeemed 
by him, were partakers of fleſh and blood, 
be himſelf aſſo took part of the ſame, and in this 
his aſſumed nature, which was capable of death, 
he actually died. He was once, as our dear 
Brother now is, a breathleſs corpſe; and was 
laid, as we are about to lay the body of our 
Brother, in the dark and ſilent grave. 

Ah, ſhall we think ourſelves above death, or 
diſdain the humiliation of the grave, when our 
Maſter himſelf died and was buried? Why weep- 
eſt thou, O thou early friend of the deceaſed, 
who had long been to thee as Jonathan to David; 
why weepeſt thou, his much loved faithful col- 
league, who art now left to labor in the vineyard 
alone; why weep ye, ye happy family in which 
be ſo long reſided, and which for ſo many years 
he had gladdened with his preſence and converſa- 
tion; why weep ye, ye to whom he miniſtered the 
word of life ſo faithfully, who knew his worth and 
loved and honored him,; why ſhould you weep, 
why ſhould any of us weep to behold his dead bo- 
dy lie before us, or to ſee it depoſited, as it ſoon 
mall be, in the graye prepared to receive it? 


* Why ſhould we tremble to convey, his body tothe 
tomb ? 


oy 


5 620 
tumha There, as it. ps. exgreſſed in the, hymn 
we #& pow fangs here the dear HEN i eſus 
lay, andJefi-a long perfume.;7.11 May: net them 
ſay t my: fellaw: mourners geing 287 W8- are 4 
the grave with the bedyc of our Bren, May. 


not ſay with a mixture of joy and triumph, 
Come, ſee the place whare. the; Loan lay!.Hez 


was once dead. | 

ut did ha remain: undeꝶ the powen of death ? 
No, he could not be holden of it. He burſk the, 
bands of death, he roſe, and is alive again, and 
lives for evermare. Having, died. for, our ſins 
according to the Scriptuxes, be rok again for 
our juſtification, and becauſe he lives we ſhall 
live alſg,, He has. taken away. the ſting of: death 
from his faithful ſervants, and enſured, to them 
a victory over the grave. Chriſtians can with 
txiumph ſay, O Death, [BREAF is thy. tg, and 
where. thy victory grave. | 

Zut what Was ite the; * ha the 
| Apoſtle, to, write, to the Angel of the. Church. in 
Smyrna ?,. He was to. write theſe; thingg © L 
know thy werks, and tribulation, and; poverty, 
(hut thou art rich, i. e. rich in faith though po 
as to the: world what, an honorable character!) 
and I know alſo the blaſphemy of them, which 
ſay; they are Jews, or the peculiar, people; of 
God, and are: not, hut are: the Synagogue: of 
Latan. Feat note of thaſe: things: which, thou 
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ſtialt fuffer. Behold the Devil ſhall edfif forme 

you into priſon, that ye may be tried, and + 
Mall have tribulation- ten days. Then chme in 
the vVords firſt read. Be thou faithful unto death, 
and uh will give thee a crown of life £11 27277 50 
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II. An! animating motive to Enforce it. And 
f wow give thee i a crown of life. 1-01 ibo. 


* . . 


* 22 f 17 5 
I. We have a folemin charge. Be thou faith- 
et unto W ä 


Which cilige; dag: originally uid in a 
particular manner addreſſed to the Angel: of the 
Church in Smyrna, who is ſuppoſed to have been 
the venerable and truly apoſtolic Polycarp, yet 
is equally applicable to every ſucceeding Minif- 

ter of Chriſt, and indeed to every private 
Chriſtian. What is in this reſpett ſaid to one is 
equally ſaid to all; Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life! L 

Let us then, my Brethren, conſider the ad- 
dreſs before us with a particular reference each 


one to himſelf, as though the Lord were upon 
0 this 


ts) 


this folntiorapeaban addreſſing; as he indeed is 
by the affecting death af our dear Brother, each 
of us individually, and ſaying to ane, and to 
another, vbether in a private or public charac- 
ter, Be thou faithful, and, Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I vill give thee a crown of life! 
Be thou faithful. Fidelity ſuppoſes ſome truſt 
committed to us, ſome voluntary engagements 
entered, into by us; and ſtands oppoſed to infi- 
delity,, treachery, cowardice, and deſertion. — 
We have all our different talents entruſted to us, 
ſome two, ſome five, and others ten; and the 
common charge delivered by our great Maſter 
to us all, in whatever;Jybere'» we are called to act, 
is this; Occupy till I come. | 

As private Chriſtians, and och i more as 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, the precious Goſpel it- 
ſelf is committed to, our, truſt ; to exemplify, to 
adorn it, to walk worthy of it, and as Miniſters 
fully and faithfully to preach it. And we bave 
moreover both as private Chriſtians, and as Mi- 
niſters, voluntarily proſeſſed allegiance to Chriſt, 
received i Chriſt Jeſus. the Lord, and devoted 

ourſelves to him and his ſervice. Now to be 
faithful, is, in a humble reliance on the grace 
and ſpirit of. God, uprightly to act r 1% to 
our brofeſbons and obligations. 
Are ve im a private ſtation in the Church of 
Soda haying received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, we 


B ſhould 
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| ſhould certainly confider it as our privilege and 


duty, to walk alſo in bim. To walk circum- 
ſpettly, not as fools but as wiſe, redeeming the 
time, and devoting our time, and all our talents 
of every kind, to him and to his fervice, whoſe 
we are, and by whoſe grace alone we-are what we 
are. Real Chriſtians do not confider themſelves 
as their own, or at their own diſpoſal, but lying 
at the foot of the croſs, are ready habitually to 
ery out with Paul, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? How ſhall I employ my time, my 
fubſtance, my influence, fo as moſt to glorify thy 
great name? In the cloſet, in the family, in the 
church, in the world, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? How ſhall J act, how ſhall I behave; 


what fhall I do, to honor and glorify thy great 


name, and walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with thou haſt called me? This is the fpirit of 
the Goſpel, this the ſpirit of a real Chriſtian ; nor 
can we be ſaid to be faithful ſervants, faithful to 
our truſt, faithful to our Chriſtian profeſſion and 
character, and the infinite obligations we are laid 


under, but when we are enabled by divine grace, 


in ſome good meaſure, to att in this manner. 
But are we called to move in a public cha- 

rater in the Church of God? Are we not only 

called by divine grace and made Chriſtians, but 


| have we been called of God as Miniſters, and 
has _ grace been * us, that we ſhould 


preach 


G) 
preach amongſt our. fellow / ſinners the unſeareh - 
able riches. of Chriſt . our being faithful implies 
in it, not only our holding forth, the word of life, 
in our tempers, and in our converſation, in com- 
mon with other Chriſtians, but, in a particulat 
manner, our upright, zealous diſcharge, as Mi- 
niſters of the everlaſting Goſpel, of the various, 
important duties of our ſacred function. 

. Miniſters are deſcribed as watching for ſouls, 
as thoſe that muſt give an account; and they are 
called ſtewards, ſtewards of the myſteries of the 
kingdom, and ſtewards are particularly required 
to be faithful. And Miniſters muſt be faithful, 
if they would be at laſt approved and crowned 
by their great Lord and Maſter. They may not 
be ſucceſsful ; none are, in the degree they would 
wiſh to be, but through grace they muſt be faith- 
ful, or they will at laſt be diſowned and rejedted. 
However popular, however applauded, and though 
they may be ready to plead, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open to us, receive us, grant us the crown of life, 
we have propheſied in thy name, and done many 
wonderful works; if they are found unfaithſul, 
their hearts' not right in the fight of God, they 
ſhall be commanded to.: depart, and inſtead . of 
receiving the crown of life; ſhall be covered 
with ſhame and everlaſting contempt. To the 
Miniſters. of Chriſt, the charge in my text is ad- 


, with a lofty emphaſis, Be thou faithful, 
= B 2 Faithful 
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( 1& 
Faithful to Gd, faithful" to thy own ford, Faith, 
ful to the fouls of thoſe committed to thy care. 
A faithful Miniſter i- falthfully preach- the 
ſublime and intereſting 'dbEtrines* of the Gofpel, 
keeping back no part of the tounſel of God, nor 
daring to handle the word of God deceitfully. 
He will preach thoſe truths which are the moſt 
humbling and mortifyi ing to human pride, as well 
as thoſe which ate of a more ſoothing and reviv- 
ing nature. He vill lay the finner low, and 
exalt the Savior high. He will diſcloſe the ſin- 
ner's emptineſs, and diſplay the Savior's infinite 
fulneſs. The glories of his perſon, the riches of 
bis grace, his ability and willingneſs to ſave to 
the very uttermoſt, and the” ability and perpe- 
tuity of that immutable — covenant 
which is eftabliſhed in him. 

A faithful Miniſter will *alſo Mew: the ſpiri 
tual, transforming power- and efficacy of the 
Goſpel, and the grand practical deſign of it, 
when received, under the Holy Spirit's influence, 
in truth and love. That it is a doctrine accord- 
ing to godlineſs, that it does not lead to Heentic 
ouſneſs but conſtrains to holineſs, and that whilſt 
it brings to the believing finner's heart à free 
and full ſalvation, it teaches him to deny all un 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſsberly; 
righteouſly,” and godly in the world. He will be 
Far fe, to maintain good works. And yet at 


* the 


— 
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the-fame time he vill ever remember to inculcate! - 
upon his hearers, that by the deeds of the la- 
ſhall no fleſi living be juſtiſied, but that all the 


grace which is! neceſſary to ſanctify and make us 


boly, as well as to Juſtify us, is equally the giſt 
of God through Jeſus Chriſt: our Lord, vhOo of 
God is made unto all them that believe, wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption: 
ſo. that he who nn ſhould ited a in __ 
Lord. 

A faithful Miniſter will ſainkfully-warn 1 
of the danger they are in, and: by the terrors of 
the law, as well. as the alluring motives of the: 
Goſpel, call upon them to flee from the wrath' to 
come. He will: fear the perſon of no man, but 
deal faithfully with all, the rich as well as the 
poor, the high as well as the low. He will 
preach, as Paul did, not only publicly but alſo 
from houſe to houſe. He will preach by his 
, example, as well as by his doctrine, preach faith- 
fully, preach fervently and affectionately, as one 
indeed in earneſt in his beloved Maſter's ſervice. 
According to: his abilities and opportunities for 
uſefulneſs, he will:be diligent in huſineſs, fervent. 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. He will be ready ta 
employ his time and all his talents to promote the 
honor and intereſt of bis Maſter in the world. 
He is ready to {ay to himſelf, I owe much, L 
W and all my immortal hopes ta 
01 him; 


( 44 ) 
him; he it is who hath called me to a participay 
tion of the grace of his Goſpel, revealed his Son 
m me, and counted me faithful putting me into 
the miniſtry; and I cannot but love much. 
Moſt gladly therefore will 1 endure all things, 
and do all things I may be called to, in the diſ- 
charge of the miniſtry 1 have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, that I may teſtify to my dying day the 
Goſpel of the grace of God. In a word, a faith- 
ful Miniſter. travails as it were in birth, to fee 
Chrift formed in the hearts of ſinners the hope of 
glory, and his heart's defire and prayer to God 
for them is, that they may be ſaved. 
' The ſolemn charge before us is to be 2 
faithful, unto death. Be thou faithful, unto 
death. Perſevere in ſuch a ſteady, upright courſe, 
in ſpite of all the difficulties and diſcourage- 
ments that may lie in the way, to the end of thy 
courſe, till I grant thee thy diſmiſſion by death. 
It is not enough to ſet out well, to continue 
for a time, and then to relax and decline, but to 
_ conſtitute the character of a truly faithful ſer- 
vant, it is neceffary that we continue faithful un- 
to death. He that endureth unto the end, and 
be alone, ſhall be faved. Occupy, fays the Sa- 
vior, till I come; And in the chapter before us, 
Fear none of thoſe things whick thou ſhalt fuffer, 
bebold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into pri- 
has tai Ma aud ye e tribu- 
lation 
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lation tei days; but, that is as though he had 
ſaid, but athidR-all theſe fiery trials and diſeou- 
ragements, Be thou | faithful unto Nr * 1 
will give thee a crown of liſe! — 
leſſed be God we are not called to ſuch te 
als as the primitive Chriſtians were; but yet ſtill, 
when we conſider the treachery of our . own 
hearts within us, and the difcouraging ſtate of 
things oftentimes without us, we often ſee reaſon 
to cry out, Who is ſufficient: for theſe things? 
As private Chriſtians, and much more as Minis 
ſters, we meet with many things which are very 
diſcouraging, and our hearts are ready to faint 
by the way. How often are the faithful ſervants 
of Chriſt, both in a private and public ſtation in 
his Church, conſtrained to cry out with the 
Apoſtle Paul, O wretched man that I. am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death! How 
often are Chriſt's faithful miniſters, ready- to 
adopt the language of the prophet, Who hath 
believed our report, and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed? All the day long, I have 
ſtretched forth my hands to a gainſaying and 
rebellious people] None but godly Miniſters 
themſelves,- can fully know the many difcou- 
ragements they meet with in the faithful dif- 
charge of the duties of -their office. The colds 
neſs of ſome, who once perhaps appeared pros 
—_ the open contempt of others, the too. 
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| { a6 ) 
great carnality of profeſſors in general; and tht 
want of ſucceſa in the converſion of ſinners, tare 
Circumſtances which often lie with weight upon 


the mind of a faithful miniſter, who lengs, tollbe 


made manifeſt in the conſciences of his hearers, 
and to have the word:come to them, not in word 


h only, but with power. What with the, abaund- 


ings of: infidelity and vice and proſaneneſs on 
the one hand, and lukewarmneſs, amongſt Chriſ- 
tian profeſſors on the other, added to the exer- 
giſes of his own heart, on, account of his 


| too frequent indifference and lifeleſſneſs, he 
drags on beavily, and is ſometzmes almoſt 


tempted to ſay, I will-ſpeak in the name of the 
Lord no more! Paul himſelf met with many 
diſcouragements, had à thorn in. the fleſh, 


a meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, ſo that he be- 


ſought the. Lord: thrice, that it might depart 


from bim. And though his, requeſt was not 


granted, he receiyed this conſolation from the 
lips of his bleſſed Maſter, * My grace is ſufficient 
for thee !” And this, conſolation remains ſtill, my 
Brethren, for us. Let us not then be diſhearts 
ened at any of the diſcouragements and difficul · 
ties we may meet with, but amidſt all, and in 
oppokition to all, relying upon his grace which is 
indeed ſufficient for us, let us preſs forward, 
hold on in the path of duty, feat not neither, be 
diſcouraged, whether wen will hr, ar * 

they 
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they will ſorbear, lat ung geaſe not to Würn, | 6x- 
hott, [and] deal faithfully with them, ſchas tei 
doliver dur on fouls;! be pute from the blood. 
of all men, and eee to our great 
Maſter, faithful unto dea. 

Uno daach 3: What «-ebilling ſound! Muft the 
faithful ſoryants of Chriſt then: ſee death? Yes, 
in ale great;wariare/of human life, chere is no 
diſcharge, but it is appointed for all men once to 
die The wages of finris death, The ſentence 
is gone forth, and it. is ifreverſible.! The fen- 
tente if death: is paſſed upon all men. Mini- 
ſters, | whether faithful or unfaithful, muſt die, 
andi thuſe that attend their miniſtry ſniuſt die; 
the proud muſt die, and the bumble: muſt die 3 
Kings muſt die, and their ſuhjects muſt tlie: tha 
wicked muſt die, and the righteous muſt die; 
we muſt: all die, duſt we are, and to duſt we 
muſt return! OY ee We are all 
We unto death. 

O wiſe, eloquent, nad mighty Jem: Thou 
* haſt: convihced, (as a late writer“ has forcibly 
c expreſſed it,) thoſe whom none elſe could con- 
« vince or perſuade; what none could do, thou 
« haſt done; thoſe | whom all the warld has 
g flattered, thou haſt thrown out of, che world: 
_ *< and: trampled upon; thou haſt ſtampeiſl vanity) 
upon all, the extravagant pride of mankinds?? 1 
„This leads us to conſider, as was i 15 


31103 .C . 6-2 
* Dr, Leechman, 


(8) 
i II. The animating-motive by which the ſo- 
. £ lemn: charge in our text is inforced. Fill give 
. hee a croun of life. Be thou faithful unto 
1 5 death, and L will give thee a crown” of liſe. 
| What can be imagined more reviving and 
glorious, than this divine promiſe! I vill give 
thee a.crown of life. I vill give it thee. I who 
am the firſt and the laſt, who was myfelf dead 
but am alive, and behold I live for evermore; 
I, who have it to give, and have a right to give 
it to whom I. will, I will give it: hee. Though 
thou mayeſt be ready to look upon thyſelf as tefs' 
than the leaſt of all ſaims, et ab my faithful ſer- 
vant. Lill give it ethee. I WII IL give it thee. 
Thou mayeſt as aſſuredly depend upon it, as 
though thou hadſt already received it. I vill 
cet vr it thee. Art thou ready to ſink down be- 
neath the very thought of a crown, and a crown 
of life art thou oppreſſed with a ſenſe of thy 
own utter unworthyneſs of ſuch an honor? Be: 
not diſcouraged, I will orvs it thee, freely give 
it, as an act of my own gratuitous bounty, and 
as an expreſſion of my approbation of thoſe faith-' 
ful ſervices-which I have enabled thee to per- 
form. And it has been ſuppoſed, that the man- 
ner of expreſſion made uſe of, I vill give thee a a2 
crown of life, is particularly intended to ſuggeſt 
to us, that the rewards of grace promiſed to 
Chriſt's faichful ſervants ſhall be immediately 
4 conferred 


(ws). 
conferred on them hy the Savior Ainafel&!; I will 
not ſend . Gabriel, i 0x;7aiy of theyangalic: hoſts 
to ;exawnh thee, hut L myxſelf will wb; lmy> own 
hands place upon thy head a crown of fie! 
Theiexpreſſions are figurative. But my Bre- 
thren, I need not tell you that the ideas con- 
veyed by them are real, and infinitely delightſul. 

A cron a erown of life. A crown, expreſſive 
ol the higheſt dignity and glory, the maſt com- 
plete victory and triumph. :: But O who can con- 
ceive of che dignity. and glory, or what language 
can deſcribe the inconceivable triumph of the 
victorious, Chriſtian, the faithful approved mini- 
ſter of Chriſt ! A croyun is prepared fot him, A 
crown of glory, a croyn which ſhall. not fade 
away. Vea, a crown of life. What though the 
the moſt faithful of the miniſters: of: Chriſt muſt 
die as weil as othets ? What though they Are 
appointed unto death, and charged therefore to 
be faithful unto death, as thoſe; that: have death 
before. them? Death hath no: permanenti power 
over them, they are cnquerors and more than 
conquerors. through him that hath loved them. 
They ſpring through death, unto immortal life: 
Death is the gate of life untg them, and after 
death there awaits thema crown of „life. A 
crown for life, 2 yea: a crown of life. The 
glorified ſervant of Chriſt oſhall e like his di- 
vine Maſter, die no more, but live for ever, 
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live in the-profence of the Savior;!live lin'x Rate 
of conformity to his hleſſed image, live in his 
ſerviceſ lid in u ſtate of: fellowſhip· and oommu- 
nion wick him in heaven for ever 1 But after 
all; how very far duo our moſt i exultedꝰ ideas 
fall ſhori of the reality off that ſublime. feli- 
city vbhich is enjoyed by the faichful i ſervant of 
the Lord, to whom is. given this crown of life! 
He is freed, for ever freed, from every kind, 
from every degree, from every appearance of 
death, Whethen natural or moral, and lives; 
greatly lives, lives for ever, a life on earth un- 
kindled; unconcei ved,“ a'glorioils Ife, a life-of 
knowledge, of purity; of bliſs unatterable, in 
the enjoyment of hieb, Death, ingthe fulleſt 
and nobleſt ſenſe of thoſe grand een tay is 
— in victor .... 
That erown of life, we have no Is our 
Ss Brother, though his hody lies here before 
us, is gone to receive. Nor ſhall this poor mor- 
tal body always remain, as, now, under the 
power of death, but at the reſurrettion morn, 
when the trumpet ſhall: ſound, and the graves be 
opened, and the dead ariſe, it ſhall come forth, 
from its duſty bed, this corruptible ſhall! inherit 
incorruption, this mortal: ſhall put on: immorta- 
tity, be faſhioned like- ts the glorious: body of 
the Son of God, and body and ſoul Wenn 
on Los} ail zd ion cu Lit 531838 9: 
| 29 Our 
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28 Our dear and honbred brother was nntivr 
of Chenies in Buckinghamſhire, where he ſpont 
is early yearg;rand under the eye f his parents 
wds trained up in the nurture and admonition df 
the Lord. Atetherage of feventeen, if I miſtake 
not, he went to London, and being enabled, 
through divine grace, io give the moſt ſatisfac- 
tory proofs of his ſineere unfeigned piety, he 
joined himſelf to the Church of Chriſt meeting in 
Maze Pond, Southwark; then under the paſtoral 
care of the Reverend and learned Benjamin Wal- 
lin, M. A. As it was obſerved by his friends that 
God had given him a remarkably ſtudious turn af 
mind, and an infatiable thirft: for knowledge, be 
was perſuaded to devote himſelf to the work of 
the Miniſtry ; for which work; the Church tb 
which he was united, and its worthy - Paſtby, 
| Judged” him to have very promiſing abilities. 
With this view he received a courſe: of liberal 
education for feveral years, principally under the 
direction of that moſt complete ſcholar: and gen- 
tleman, the late Thomas Llewehyn, E. Ia. 
At the cloſe of his ſtudies, the received an imvi- 
tation from this Church to become a Colledgue 
in the Miniſtry. with your preſent worthy Pa- 
tor; the duties of which ſituation he cnti- 
nued fſaithfully to diſcharge to the time of his 
death. In the year 170, upon the Inſtitution 
of The Briſtol * Society, formed for the 
nr. ph education 
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education of candidates for the Miniſtry, he was 
| unanimouſly choſen: one of the Tutors of that 
| Inſtitution, in conjunction with my late honored 
3 Father and myſelf: which affice he filled 
with the] higheſt reputation to himſelf and 
advantage to his pupils, to the time of his deceaſe. 
Andi it is no inconſiderable teſtimony to the ex- 
-cellence and amiableneſs of his character, that 
during the whole of his connection with your ho- 
nored Paſtor, and with his Colleagues in the 
Academy, the moſt perfect unbroken amity mu- 
tually ſubſiſted between them; and the more we 
knew him, and the longer we were united to him, 
the more we honored, eſteemed, and loved him. 
His character as a Scholar ſtood deſervedly 
High with thoſe who were beſt capable of judging 
of it, and well merited every literary diſtinction 
with which it was or could be adorned. His 
many pupils, as well in the courſe of his private 
-tuition as in the exerciſe of his public office as 
an Academical Tutor, ſome of whom rank high in 
Society and are ornaments to. it, will cheerfully 
riſe up and do honor to his memory, by bearing 
-teſtimony to bis great literary merit, concealed 
-as it was from public view, under the veil of the 

-moſtunaſſuming modeſty-and diffidence. | 
His abilities as a Divine, and a Preacher of 
the Goſpel,” were highly reſpectable. He was a 
-workman that needed not to be aſnamed. He 


rightly divided the word of truth. He fed you 
with 
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with knowledge and underſtanding. He preached 
Chriſt and him crucified ; and by an open, alear, 
faithful manifeſtation of the truth, commended 
himſelf to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
God. I believe there never was in the world a 
more ſincere, upright man, or a more faithful 
diſintereſted preacher of the Goſpel. He faught 
not your's but:you:; and I know had this for his 
rejoicing, that in fimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, which he deſpiſed, from 
his heart, but by the grace of God he had had 
his converſation in the world, and more eſpeei- 
ally to you wards. In his late illneſs, which ſo 
ſoon terminated in his death, he one day ſaid to 
me, with great earneſtneſs and affection, © I have 
been thinking of my preſent ſituation, and. I 
find it a comfort to me to reflect that ac- 
« cording to the beſt of my ability, 1 have 
«. preached Chriſt crucified, and that, my con- 
i ſcience tells me, from the moſt diſinter- 
« eſted motives.” Nor was he without many 
feals to his miniſtry, though his ſucceſs was not 
equal to his wiſhes. He always appeared to me 
to poſſeſs every requiſite talent for popularity, and 
his not acquiring it to a greater degree is prinei- 
pally to be attributed, in my fincere opinion, to 
that unconquerable timidity and: ſelf-difidence 
which, in ſome meaſure, to adopt the language of 
one of our poets,* © repreſſed bis noble rage, and 
o | te froze 

® Gray, 


2 
4 fte the genial current of his ſoul.““ And 
yet. he was often dmmated to a conſiderable de- 
gree; and al ways inſttuctive, edifying, convinc- 
ing; an able Miniſter of the e not 
of the letter but of the ſpirit. 0 
In private life there have nn bit: for 
equally amiable. IL believe it might. with the 
ftrifteſt truth be faid of him, and a higher eulo- 
gium can ſcarcely be given to any human cha- 
rater, He never made an enemy, nor loſt a 
friend. He was himſelf a friend to many; a 
wife and prudent, a ſteady and faithful, an enter- 
taining, inſtructive friend, and will be greatlymiſ. 
fed in many focial circles, who will long mourn to 
think that they ſhall ſee his face no more. Ah, tis 
Painful to think, (I feel it whilſt I ſpeak it) it is pain. 
ful to think that the places Which once knew him, 
in thoſe families which were favored with bis 
friendly viſits, and eſpecially in the family in 
which he ſo long refided, and to which in all its 
branches he was ſo much endeared z.the places 
which knew him in the Church of: God, and in 
the world, ſhall know him no more! His counte- 
nance is changed, and he is {ent away. His 
lips are for ever cloſed in ſilence, and he is gone 
the way of all the earth !! What ſhall I cry ? ſays 
che prophet. Cry, ſays the Lord, (and is not 
this the cry now founded in our cars?) All fleſh is 

Wr The graſs witheretb, and the flower thereof 
0 fadeth, 
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ſutely the l pebple is: graſs t Who would Have 
thought, hort time ſitice, chati many of us 
nos prtzlent ſnould have ſurrountlecꝭ thè cop ſe of 
duden and honnred ; roller, and not h ruthet 
have thus utignded ours! A ruddy commenance, 
ſtrict temperance, uneoinmon ' regulavity; and 4 
ſerene tranquil temper, : ſeemed the natural prog- 
noſtioi of long liſe. But how often, in ſueh ah 
boar'iss ve think not the Son of Man cometh! '! 
hoRuv dais is dur comfort; our loſs is hiveverlaſt. 
ing gdin. Diſtniffed:from:the'toils and phint and 
ſorrows vf / mortality, which in its beſt ſtata is ul. 
togerttt vanity, he! ib gone 0 be with Chyiſd, 
whoſe>ſeryanti/hs was; which bs: far bettef 1 
haard (ſayb an infpired: apoſtle) a voie from heut 
vin, duping und me) Wrlte Bleſſed arb the dad 
which i die! im the Lord ffom Hentefbrth : Vet, 
Faith rhe Spirit; that they may reſt from their Jac 
bors; und; ie ij, do follow them. He was 
indeed through grace faithful unto death; his 
Maſter, I have no doubt, will at laſt himſelf at- 
teſt it before an aſſembled world; and he is gone 
to receive the crown of life. That crown may 
you, my honored, Brethren 1 in the Miniſtry ; that 
crown may you, my onored [ Fri riends who heard 
the word of life from his lips; 3 that crown may 
you, his beloved Pupils for whoſe good he 10, pa- 
tiently and wiſely labored ; that crown may re- 
eee, that crown may we all receive, and triumph 
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in is love to hom e are indebted for it; for 
eyet and:everl May each of us at the claſe of 
life be able to ſay with the gteat Apoſtle Paul, 
Henceſorth there is laid up. for me a. crown. of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous judge 
ſhall give unto me in that day, and not to me 
only but alſo to all them that love his appearing 
Let us not count our lives dear to us, ſo. that we 


may -finiſh our courſe. with joy, and hear out 
Maſter at laſt ſay to us, Well done, thou good 


and faithful. ſervantę thou haſt been, faithful v | 
A fe things, I will make thee ruler aver many: 
enter xhou into the joy of thy Lar&} Thtough 
Bood- report. and if called to it through evil ne- 
port, leti us continue. diligently avd-; fajthfully 
Vork ing the works of him that fent; us; into. the 
world : Whilſt it is ealled to-day, ever, animated 
with; the gracious promiſe in my tent, Be thou 
faithful unto death, and 1 will give e 
af lifes... b on «44419 noi: Hehn 
36413 +; ine 241 K | 
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E SD S wept. He, - who. never Gnned, wept 
ſurely. juſtify; our tears, upon the New mourn- 
ful occaſion. We do not abandon ourſelves to 
ſorrow, as thoſe that have no hope, but deſire to 
have our ſorrows under the: influence of the ſpirit 
and grace of the Goſpel. . 9 IE 
But ſurely, if, our minds. a1 are at all properly iſ. 
poſed, the circumſtances,;in which we now are, 
and the ſcenes which preſent themſelves, to. us, 
cannot but greatly affect our hearts, and impreſs, 
and we may hope improve our minds. We are 
treading on the aſhes of the dead, the grave is 
open , before us, and the remains of our dear 
Friend and Brother depoſited in it! And in a 
ſhort time this will be our own ſituation, and in 
ſuch a dark, and glogmy apartment as that in 
which. qur F riend and Brother lies, w ve ſhall lie 
alſo! 10 noitstas. FO 91? * 1110 } e: aouiy 18H 
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Death triumphs over all. The uſeful and the 
amiable, the exemplafy And che pious, - vea the 
the Miniſters of the word of life, muſt all alike 
become victims to Deathi: The prophets. of the 
Lord, do they live for ever? No, they do Dots 
or fl hall hot beth here upon thelprdſeid OCcas 
ſion. Our dear Brother, who ſo ably and ſo 
faithfully for many. years, proclaimed the great 
ſalvation of the Lord, is yet dead, in the midſt 
of his days, and we ſhall ſee his face no more. 


He ſhall no more come back to us, but we maſt 
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all go to him. 14 J. (19U-£ 40 TE g 201 — — 
Were the Miniſters of the Goſpel ever ſo de- 
firous of efcaping the ſtroke of death they cannot, 
for there 'is'no difcharge in this war. Who can 
retain the ſpirit in the day of death? Miniſters 
are under the ſame irreverfible ſentence of death 
with others. They are niade of the ſame dying 
materials. They are ſubjeR to the fame fatal 
diſeaſes. They have the treaſure of the Goſpel, 
which is committed to them in earthen; brittle 
veſſels. They are of the ſame ſtock and lineage 
with others, have the ſame moral caufe of death 
in them, fin, are all defcended from that one 
man by whom fin entered into the world, and 
death' by” fin, and through whom a fentence of 
death is paſſed upon all men, for chat all have 
firmed: The brighteft Chriſtian is not exempt. 
Vital union to Chriſt, the implantation of grace 
poll Ws in 
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ing dhe ſonl. will; not faverifram the; ſibeke. ot 
death. If hriſt be in un though theudpiaititor 
fowl ix life hecauſe oi righteoulnely; ei the / body 
ia do med Hatch becauſe: of: fn. Nor canthe 
moſt diſtinguiſhed; office in the Chuteh of God. 
exgyſc,from desh. Minifters:ii i iH axel 
called Angels; hut chis reſpetts nut their ĩnature, 
hut their office. Maron mult aſcend Mount Hor, 
and die tbete. s Moſes, Maum Neba, asd die 
there: And the great Apaſtle of the. Gentibes 
tells us, chat the: time ofchis daparture was-at 
hand. The liyinng ko. chat they muſt die. 

Nor bave the faithful ſexvants of Chrift with 
to have ih otherwiſe, but they have a defire to 
depart that they may be with! Chriſt; which is far 
better. David: wiſhed for the wings of a. dave 
that he might flee away and be at reſt. Good cd 
Simeon longed to depart in peace, having fœen 
the ſalvation of the Lord. And Job cries out, 
LJoathe it, IV uld not live always. 

There are two things which are | principally: 
productive of this diſpoſition in the minds of good 
men. The ond is, the eternal fieedom they ſhall 
obtain by death from all:their preſent - forrows 
and diſtreſſes; the other, the poſitive: happirieſs 
they ſhall be put in poffeſſion of. Whilft bare 
the beſt of men groan; -heirig burdened. Migil. 
ters not leſs, perhaps: in many dafes more ham 
n Even e ourſelves, lays Paul. who babe 


received 
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deceidedſ the: fin! fru of tie Spirit! g 
within wurſelvtss e The Apoſtle binſelf · eries 
ole, Who fall deliver me from the bbdy of th 
death {2 Good mem have the remains Cf corrüpt 
nature! in chem) as well as | others, ar men of 
like paſſions witk others,” expoſed tothe ſume 
infirmities-mental: andi c orporeul, tried by the 
{ame temptations exerciſed with the fame affliea 
tions, and it cannot be wandered at therefore that 
they ſhouldli have a deſire to depdrt. Miniſteri 
eſpecially. Their teinptations ar often peculiar. 
Their buſineſs is to oppoſe the deſigns and inte- 
reſts of Satan, and he deſires to have them there- 
fore that he may ſift them as wheat. No wonder! 
that they ſhould wiſni to fly away and be at reſt. 
Eſpecially when e conſider on the other hand, 
the: bright and :blefſed-proſpeQs of - happineſs! 
ubich are opened to them in the goſpel. The 
ſtate before them is far better than this, yea far 
beyond all that eye hath ſeen; or ear heard, or 
tha heart of man concelved. How: various the 
repreſentations ſcripture hath made uſe of to ſet] 
i fdrth lt is called a reſt; and what more ſweet 
tothe wWearyl pilgrim tkan reſt ? It ĩs called joy 
and if-acbilt here the Chriſtian can at times 
belie viug i tEjoide with joy unſpeakable and full: 
oligloty, what muſt be the tranſport of his ſoul? 
when ahen ſhalb enter imo the joy of HY 
bond b: lc is ſet: ſoch by: theidewoftight ;-5t- is) 
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called4 the nnhęritange of the;: aints: is: tht. 
As called. glory; Glory. 10 be revealed, glory 
to he crevealedi in: qs, an * great) and 
gternal weight, of glory Nerd e, be at allfurs 
Mized chat the hope. of. ſuch-a deliverance onthe 
ang-hand, and 7 happineſi on who Other 
ſhould. recqucile dhe good man to death, e 
cauſe, bim 10, Jong for his diſmiſlion. 1 can 
not; boaſt, ſaid o. degeaſed friend to me when 
an.chis dying bad. of aty:thingyextatics bur I 
am entirel pas ſignad to! the will iof God. 13 1nG3 
3 "(After all. Death. it muſtibe.acknowledged:cafts 
dere prach pohghuman nature; It renders the 
body, heyever pleaſing it might once be} putrid 
and loathſome, a ptey to corrumtion and Morte 
reduces it to the duſt from whence. it was taken; 
and. obliges us go. ſay. Bury: the d ad out of. my 
fight ! But bleſſed be God, revelation {throws 
light i Into the gloomy: abgde. of the) grave, owipes 
off the reproach, and completes then triumphiaf 
the humble. Chriſtian. It, aſſures us chat iheut 
mall be a feſuxrectionnef tber dad. Phasdbhi 
corruptible ſhalh put on incorraptibp, this mortal 
mall put oy immortality, the body. be reunited 


to it's kindred miad,.ang be even with, the) Loid, 


and Death be ſwallowed up in vidary. Wbere- 
fore, let us endeavour to comfort one anothet 

with theſe vordee!! e hot nud Legs 
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al Fhree and thirty! ykars nent Dhave bad te 
uippinefs'of- being edntieRted inthe minifttywith 
by dear.and/hoticred Brother whoſe remaitis we 
have depoſited in this graye./3 Hes taken; Nd 
1am left It gives me plediure, ad far as T UH 
capable of feeling pleaſure wholw fech h me Rith 
tholyvecafion, to feflect upþdh the”Rippy UMD 
that ſubſiſted betwixt us during the whole of ot 
connection, yninterrupted?by W much as 4 fingle 


Jari United ine fhm beſtef Sf dhe ſame ittipot. 


tant truth andohννtm tie mb echt; in view, 
theogtory-of Ged- and dhe go Af ſeUts, W la- 
bbred together for the ſalttꝭj do otie $olpet d 
ere of ohe heart and one mind! TO trd win ot 
paſt harmony, O. that one 1 — "may at laſt 
unite us again forever! 4 377 03 2 12 2U02T 
(Aker! the long and intimate” acquaintanceF 
have had with dur dear -andhonored friend, 
cannot vithold this juſt teſtimony concerning 
hin. That- I have found him to be the man of 


_ firict integriey and pritzhtnefs AHA of found 


knowledge and underſtanding” che man of wil. 
Gomrand prudoſſee t Ahe men o6:Rfd@ion and 
kindnefs.” And che was; as vH KO, a an 
Ha cathelic ſpirit,” loving the image of his di- 
vine Maſtor were ver hd Tound" it. But I fore 
burn His amiable, exemplary character hath 
already been preſented to us from we piflpit, 5 


my Rev. and honored Brother who had long 
( 


( 88 ) | 
been his oolleggue in ihe important office of the 
tuition of candidates for the Chriftian: miniſtey: 

10 which vocbigg woe be n by me on che 
— iatet ach in: 02 Ao 
This providence is folt.of:i * bis 
ſurviving brethren in theiminiſtry. It ſuys to us, 
In ſuch anchour as ye think not, the Sow of Man 
cometh! It calls upon us alb td watch for ſouls, 
as thoſo that expett ſhorthy to be calted io their 
account. To; be diligent, working whilſt it 18 
day. To be ſaithful untd death, in the prof- 
pect and hope of that crown of life, which the 
great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls hath promi- 
ſed to all them that love his appearing. 

And doth not this providence loudly call upon 
all thoſe, whether hearers or members, who ſta- 
tedly attended the miniſtry of our deceaſed Bro- 
ther, to recollect what he taught them, and what 
effect it has had upon them? Have you like the 
noble Bereans ſearched the ſcriptures daily that 
you might ſce whether thoſe things were ſo, or 
not? What uſe have you made of his life and 
labors while they were continued to you? They 
are now both at an end, as to you, for ever. Oh 
think of the fair example he ſet before you, and 
wherein he followed. Chriſt, be ye followers of 
him. Call to mind the many prayers he has . 
offered to God for you and yours. Follow them 
with your own, and loak. ug to God fas: an anſwer 
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to both, ons ron may a it ches top 


again, for ever. 20! 2! eto e 19 Hom 
Finally, may we all b. ebe nt more 
looſe to this world, the faſhion of which is thus 
continually -paſfitig away, and whilſt We are con- 
tinued in it may ue be enabled to fill up the 
duties of our reſpettive ſtations: with zeal and 
diligence, and having our loins girded about, 
and our lights burning may we be as thoſe that 
are waiting for their Lord! Bleſſedl is that ſer- 
vant, whom his Lord when he cbmethrſhall- find 
ſo doing? amn Jo _— bag H 
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